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Semester abroad requires adventure 
For there is now, there-
fore, no condemnation 
for those who are in 
Christ Jesus, because 
through Christ Jesus the 
law of the Spirit of life 
set me free from the law 
of sin and death. 
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I From left to right: Sarah Loewe, In Hee, Adam Possehl, and Soek Hwan in Korea. 
by Amy Klein 
Imagine sitting down to breakfast your 
third day of school and seeing your 
breakfast stare back at you: it's anchovies 
over rice. This was the experience of 
Concordia sophomore Sarah Loewe this 
August as she and junior Adam Possehl 
began their semester at Luther Seminary 
in Seoul, Korea, through a cooperative 
program with the Lutheran Church in 
Korea. 
Those of you who were at CSP last year 
may remember the five students from 
Luther Seminary who stayed with us for a 
month during winter quarter. The semi-
nary and President Holst, who spent a 
sabbatical there as a guest instructor, 
have been trying to foster an exchange 
program between our two schools. 
Possehl and Loewe are the second group 
of CSP students to take advantage of this 
opportunity to study abroad; five groups 
by Melissa R. Bargfrede 
After their last nail-biter of a home game, 
the Comets stepped onto Concordia Field on 
Saturday attempting to extend their two-
game win streak. There was more on the line 
than just a Homecoming game victory, 
though. A win gave them a 4-0 record in the 
conference, 5-2 overall, boosting them into 
their first winning season in 6 years. And, 
ultimately, winning Game 7 put the 
Concordia football in prime position for their 
first UMAC conference championship since 
1991. A little pressure? Maybe. But this team 
knows what pressure is all about, and they 
know how to deal with it. 
Going back to the aforementioned "nail-
biter," take a moment to remember the per-
formance against the Martin Luther Knights, 
the second home game of the season. 
Concordia played an incredible game in the 
first three quarters, shutting out their oppo-
nents quite handily. This lead almost got 
away in the final quarter, though. The victo-
ry depended on freshman Joel Arnold's first 
collegiate field goal, which put Concordia 
back on top to end the game 28-26 with 5.8 
seconds left on the clock. Other key plays in 
the game were touchdowns from freshman 
Shawn Kuykendall and senior Eric Schutte, as 
well as an interception from Los Angeles 
native freshman Dwayne Palacio. Dustin 
Campbell collected 303 yards to pad the total  
of Korean students have spent time with 
us. Possehl is rooming with Seok Hwan, 
one of the students who visited us last 
year; Loewe has a single room. 
So far, the two have experienced the 
usual excitement and culture shock that 
come from traveling overseas as well as 
some great fellowship and joys. "I'm 
offensive yardage. 
The victory over the Knights had the 
Comets in high spirits as they approached 
Crown College. It was a competitive game --
until Concordia got rolling. Five turnovers 
and five .touchdowns, combined with anoth-
er field goal appearance by Arnold, helped 
the Comets to a 39-24 conference win (hence 
the 3-0 mark). The turnovers came from an 
ever-improving defense: Palacio had two 
interceptions, Corey Peterson (Fr.) and 
Adam Schutte (So.) added one pick each, 
and sophomore standout Matt Woodford 
had a fumble recovery. Meanwhile, the 
offensive game continued to rack up the 
by Carrie Opperman 
Students in Introduction to Child and Cognitive 
Psychology this semester may have been con-
fused the first day of classes when an unfamiliar 
face walked into their classroom, that of the most 
recent addition to the Psychology department, 
Professor Stephen Morgan. 
Hailing from a portion of Brooklyn, New York 
called Flatbush, Professor Morgan is very experi 
enced in his field of psychology. Morgan's 
schooling started at Cretin University in Omaha, 
where he was a Psychology/Biology major. From 
there, he and a friend traveled to Sydney, 
Australia for their undergraduate studies. When  
making some [Christian friends] on the 
other side of the world," Possehl wrote in 
a recent e-mail. "The people here are 
unbelievably nice. You can feel God's 
love through their hugs and kind words 
and actions. It's truly amazing to think 
Continued on Page 11 
points with touchdowns from Israel Olson 
(So.), Brent Rohne (Fr.), Kuykendall and Eric 
Schutte. 
Finally, the homecoming game. It's the 
one everyone awaits in breathless anticipa-
tion. After a week-long build up, the Comets 
were fired up and ready to play some foot-
ball. And "play some football" is exactly what 
they did, for an estimated audience of 1200. 
Even the sunshine had a victory over the 
rainy forecast (Saturday had an 85% chance 
of rain). It was a beautiful day to watch a fan-
tastic game. 
Maranatha's offensive game was big, to say 
Continued on Page 14 
he returned to New York, - he spent some time 
away from school to work as a doorman at the 
Mariott Marquis in Times Square. 
He then worked in the Psychology 
department of Cardinal Cooke, where he worked 
with profoundly retarded patients who engaged 
in self-injurious behaviors. His goal at this job was 
to modify these negative behaviors. 
Returning to the East, he received his 
M.A. at Montclair State College in New Jersey. 
From there he continued his schooling to earn 
his Ph. D. in Cognitive Psychology at the 
Continued on Page 4 
Comet football triumphs at Homecoming 
New prof could be Dr. Spock 
No one knows more than their family how dedicated President and Mrs. 
Hoist are to their Lord and to their ministry. 
Page 2 
The life of our shepherd 
Friday, October 17, 1997 
by Angie Seifert 
According to many students, faculty 
and staff, President Hoist is the most 
loved person on campus. "It's a sort of a 
phenomenon that one person can be so 
well-received and respected by such a 
diverse population. My guess is that it 
has to do with the peace he receives and 
shares freely from the One who presides 
in him." said Lydia Wittman, junior. 
President Hoist admitted that he loves 
people. He said, "One of the things that 
gives me the greatest joy is seeing a stu-
dent's future unfolding and watching him 
or her become happy and successful. I 
like it when alumni keep in contact so 
that I can see what they have become." 
Having gradu-
ated from CSP 
himself, he trav-
eled far before 
returning for 
these seven (to date) years pf service. He 
went to seminary in St. LOUl5, and later 
graduated from Princ'eton Theological 
seminary. He also served at various uni-
versities. At Concordia College of Irvine, 
California, he was Dean of Students and 
taught New Testament, world religions, 
and Greek. He also focused on multicul-
tural issues. 
When he was at Concordia, Irvine, he 
took students to Mexico about 15 times a 
year. There they would help out at 
orphanages and/or jails. He mentioned, 
"Mexico is actually safer and friendlier 
than the United States, unlike what many 
people think." One time on a trip their 
vehicle broke down and the students 
were worried about being mugged. Of  
course, Hoist told them it would be okay 
and handled the situation carefully. They 
ended up walking to the nearest mechan-
ic who charged very little and talked with 
the students. The trip to Mexico - and 
those he makes with students to Israel 
and other countries - reflect Hoist's inter-
est in other cultures, his desire to break 
stereotypes and barriers between people. 
Part of Hoist's success with students 
may be his wide range of interests. Mrs. 
Hoist said, "My husband has so many 
interests that I told him he should have 
three lifetimes to do it all." 
For example, he has a yearning for 
constantly feeding his mind with litera-
ture. "It [reading] is always for a pur- 
pose. I will read a popular novel 
for the sake of understanding 
why the novel is popular," he 
said. 
Like his wife, he also takes an 
interest in his children. "My husband is a 
faithful letter writer," said Lynn Holst. He 
is always writing to his children. When 
his grandchildren visit, it is not uncom-
mon for Holst to wrestle and play with 
them. "One of our grandchildren was fol-
lowing him around all day," said Mrs. 
Holst. 
Pres. Holst also loves to "tinker" with 
gardening. By spending time with 
nature, he feels he is brought closer to 
God. He said, "I plant a seed and that is 
all I can do. The rest is up to God." 
The seeds in his garden are not the 
only ones our president has planted. He 
also plants them in people's hearts 
around the Concordia community.  
goes along with them!" Still 
there is much to be said abou 
what is behind that smile. 
Mrs. Hoist practiced her loving care 
for people as a nurse during the years she 
and Dr. Hoist served in Papua, New 
Guinea. President Hoist exclaimed, "She 
was a better missionary than I was! They 
weren't as concerned with the gospel." 
fling his sentence Mrs. Hoist said, 
ey were first worried about keeping 
their kids alive." 
She endured times that tried her 
patience. Men would come to her for 
sickness and she would give them a pill. 
They thought she did not think they were 
sick because they expected to receive big 
shots for sickness. They would run to Mr. 
Hoist with complaints. 
Anther time a child had pneumonia. 
Mrs. Hoist prepared a make-shift humidi-
fier - a small, child-sized tent with steam -
to help the child breathe and be restored 
to health. The family and friends of the 
child thought she was cooking the child! 
They started wailing, because that is what 
the people , of their culture do when they 
think someone is dying. Needless to say, 
it was chaotic. 
Above ail, both of the Hoists will agree 
eir time in Papua, New Guinea, was 
er to speak 
race flowed 
at experience. 
The Hoists spoke at a chapel service 
on Tuesday, October 7, during a week 
dedicated to celebrating God's creation 
of man and woman. Mrs. Hoist revealed 
that she loves going to plays, musicals 
and concerts, although she doesn't "give 
a rip" about sports. President Hoist 
responded, smiling, "I have always 
admired that about Lynn. She is always 
straight-forward." 
The Hoists have travelled extensively  
exico (where 
e Hoists visit-
d many times 
year when 
serving at the Concordia University in 
Irvine, California) with her husband and a 
group of students. While Mrs. Hoist was 
trudging over a hill of dirt, her husband 
thought of Sarah in the Bible and the rig-
orous journeys she and Abraham faced. 
He discussed this comparison in evening 
devotions, remarking that,"The Bible 
mentions much about Abraham's 
thought, but I wonder what Sarah was 
thinking throughout that time." Of 
course, Mrs. Hoist honestly responded, 
"You don't want to know what Sarah was 
thinking!" 
The Hoists always have their house 
open to guests, including alumni. Rumor 
has it that Mrs. Hoist's cooking is amaz-
ing, and she prepares everything beauti 
fully. President Hoist stated, "She is 
much more formal than I. I am more 
likely to let someone dig in the refrigera-
tor." 
Mrs. Hoist also loves to read myster-
ies. Most of all she is happy to be a moth-
er of three grown children and a grand-
mother of five grandchildren. She loves 
to spoil them, which works well with her 
love for shopping. 
Although Mrs. Hoist may joke about 
her love of shopping, her husband 
peaks about her deeper qualities, which 
e may be too modest to mention. 
President Hoist stated, She is aware of 
her emotions, she has strong feelings. 
Sometimes I don't even know what my 
emotions are." 
On top of that, she is very patient with 
a husband who has a hectic schedule. It 
is no wonder that Mrs. Hoist isn't the 
only one smiling. Take a closer look and 
you will notice that President Hoist wears 
an even larger smile from his joy of hay- 
President Hoist responded, 
smiling, "I have always 
admired that about Lynn. 
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Keeping our campus safe for all Nobel Prize 
by Ryan Knollmaier 
In order to promote the safety and well 
being of all those who make up the 
Concordia University community, 
Concordia Safety and Security offers a 24 
hour a day escort service. The premise of 
the escort policy is simple: CSP Security 
will escort any individual from any loca-
tion on-campus to any other on-campus 
location. We offer this service for stu-
dents, faculty, staff, and guests not 
because we feel that anyone is in imme-
diate danger; rather, our purpose is to 
instill in every member a feeling of confi-
dence in his or her individual safety. 
There have been some members of the 
University community who have ques-
tioned the Security escort policy. Much 
of the controversy surrounds the policy 
which does not allow the escort service 
to leave the campus. The simple reason 
for this is that we must ask, "Where does 
it end?" If a guard escorts a student two 
blocks off-campus, what allows us to 
deny those who request an escort for 
three, four, or more blocks away? Escorts 
for visits to Hardees or to take students 
New prof continued from front 
University of Wisconsin - Madison. He 
also studied differences in the conscious 
and unconscious state. His post-doctoral 
studies were concluded in the 
Department of Neuroscience at the 
University of San Diego. From 
warm California he came to teach 
us here at Concordia University. 
Morgan's large family still has 
roots in New York as well as 
Chicago, New Jersey and 
Alabama. He is married and has 
three children whom he lovingly 
calls his "experiments." His chil-
dren are Zoe (4), Tara (3), and 
Roan (1). He said that this area is 
a great environment for raising his 
children. 
Along with his family and his 
chosen discipline [Psychology], 
Morgan also enjoys sports. He 
said that he was a "star" rugby 
player throughout college and for 
a while thereafter. He enjoys rac-
quetball, but hasn't had a chance 
to try out the Ganglehoff. He also 
loves to cross-country ski, espe- 
to and from work are not the responsibil-
ity of Safety and Security. The University 
cannot afford to subsidize students' off-
campus employment. 
The other difficulty is that CSP's juris 
diction is for the campus only Security 
guards cannot be off-campus if they are 
needed immediately on-campus. The 
uniform means very little off-campus, but 
on-campus it is meant to be easily recog-
nized and identified as a source of help. 
The equipment provided by the depart-
ment for guards is reliable, but the range 
on their radios is limited. The complica-
tions of this are obvious. Keeping this 
information in mind, it is necessary and 
prudent that Safety and Security limit 
escorts to the campus only 
However, security's more than willing 
to comply with the requests for escorts 
on campus. It is offered strictly for the 
benefit of students, staff, and guests; 
there are no ulterior motives. There is 
some fear that, for example, if a female 
asks for an escort home from a male 
dorm after dorm hours that she will be 
written up. This is not so. The 
cially on the trails that were available to 
him while in Wisconsin. Travel is anoth-
er hobby he enjoys. He and his wife 
spent their honeymoon in China and 
Southeast Asia. 
When asked how he feels about 
employess of security are far more con-
cerned with providing a safe means of 
travel across campus than they are about 
who is breaking dorm hours. If a student 
asks for an escort, guards will meet them 
in a neutral area (lounges and secured 
entryways) and escort him or her to the 
choice destination. Security cannot, 
however, admit students by escort to res-
idence halls other than the one in which 
they live. 
Concordia Safety and Security's pri-
mary objective is providing a safe envi 
ronment for the campus community to 
the best of our ability. This is why the 
escort service was implemented and con-
tinues to be part of the department's day 
to-day operations. We would like to see 
more use of this service, as it is free and 
offered 24 hours a day. Requests for 
escorts can be made by calling security at 
641-8777 or by dialing "0" on any campus 
phone. Concordia Safety and Security 
would like to thank all those who have 
utilized this service and encourage those 
who haven't to do so. 
Concordia, Morgan said, "It's a very nice 
place to be [and] there seems to be a real 
spirit of comaraderie." He also appreci-
ates the "interaction beween students 
and professors," which is something that 
he never saw at the larger universities he 
attended. He also noticed a sense of 
community that is great for both the stu-
dents and staff. 
t 
candidate to 
speak at CSP 
Nobel Peace Prize Nominee and 
Palestinian Christian leader, the Rev. Dr. Alias 
Chacour, will speak at Concordia University 
on November 3, 1997. Educated in Israel and 
Paris, in 1981 Dr. Chacour founded the 
Prophet Alias School in Ibilliln, Upper 
Galilee, Israel, serving over 3000 students. 
This number includes 500 students in the 
newly established Prophet Alias college of 
Technology which is fully accredited by the 
Israel Ministry of Education, granting bache-
lor's degrees in Technology and Education. 
"It is the only private campus in the history of 
Galilee where Jews, Christians, Moslems, and 
Druze can live together, learn together, and 
establish a common future together," says 
Chacour. 
While traveling in the United States, 
Chacour will make stops in Indianapolis, 
Indiana; Lincoln, Nebraska; Dayton, 
Richmond and Wilmington, Ohio where he 
will be the keynote speaker at the Peace 
Symposium at Earlham College and later at 
Wilmington college. While in the Twin-Cities 
area, Dr. Chacour will be welcomed on 
October 30 before coming to Concordia 
University on November 3. 
In the company of such world leaders as 
former Secretary of State James Baker and 
wife Susan, former Israeli Prime Minister 
Shimon Peres, and Palestinian Chairman 
Yasser Arafat, Dr. Chacour has courageously 
stepped forward seeking to be a voice of 
hope in a land that is torn with conflict and 
strife. His books Blood Brothers and We 
Belong to the Land chronicle his life's story 
and tell of the roots of faith that have nur-
tured him along his own personal journey. 
This voyage has been consistently focused on 
the hope for peace and reconciliation 
between the diverse peoples of the Middle 
East. . 
Dr. Chacour will be speaking at 10:30 a.m., 
participating in a panel of distinguished 
scholars. A noon luncheon will follow. 
Watch the CSP Bulletin news for more details 
on this exciting opportunity. 
Prof Morgan is CSP's new brain doctor! 
photo by Lydia Wittman 
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"Do you have to wear those sleeves because your muscles are really big?" 
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by Abbie Weiss 
Dear Abbie, 
Lately, I have been hearing a lot of 
rumours about laptops on campus. I 
would like to know what is true and what 
isn't. I am sort of skeptical because some 
of the things I have heard make me 
uneasy. Are all students going to have to 
pay for the computers? What if they 
already have one? Is insurance going to 
be provided through the school?" Even 
though I am graduating this year, I 
would like to know what is really hap-
pening. I just want to know the general 




I must agree I was as skeptical as you 
are when I first started to investigate the 
answers to your questions. How will lap-
tops benefit our campus? This is a very 
good question. I think a better question 
to ask is how will they not? 
I met with Lucas Woodford, President 
of the Student Senate, and asked him  
about the Laptop situation. He said, "I 
fully support it [Concordia becoming a 
laptop campus] . It is imperative for stu-
dents to use them to be prepared for the 
work force. You will use laptops in any 
vocation from church work to business." 
But what are the logistics of becoming 
a laptop campus? Here are the answers. 
First, tuition. It will not be included in 
our tuition cost. It will be an extra cost of 
$800.00 ($400.00 per semester) that is 
mandatory. This cost includes the corn-
puter, which is an IBM ThinkPad, pro-
gramming so that the computer is updat-
ed, and any maintenance. Because hav-
ing the laptops is required from the uni-
versity, it may be covered in your finan-
cial aid package. The explanation for this 
is that tuition does not technically go up 
because the laptop cost is not included in 
it, but it is still a cost of the school. This 
makes your eligibility go up and can 
increase your financial aid, if you are eli-
gible. 
All computers will have CD-roms and 
voice activation which allows you to send 
voice messages through e-mail. Each 
computer will have a high speed modem 
that allows access to Concordia from any 
phone line. 
QUESTION: How are we going to 
learn how to use all this? 
When I asked this question to Dr. 
LaMott and Scott Morell, they told me 
that a class would be offered (hasn't been 
decided for credit or no-credit) to help. 
It will be integrated into the New Student 
Seminar class for freshmen. 
How can we be sure that our comput-
ers are safe? The computers can be put 
on your parent's home owner's insurance 
or rental insurance. Security cables are 
recommended, but the student must 
purchase these themselves. This cost is  
not included because we are leasing the 
computers through IBM, not through 
Concordia. 
All the professors received their corn-
puters this year, and they are becoming 
familiar with the technology. What will it 
be like to have computers in a classroom? 
If you have ever taken a class with Dr. 
LaMott or Dr. Schuler, you already know. 
We e-mailed our papers and had class dis-
cussions on-line. I can say this: we saved 
a lot of trees and increased communica-
tion with the professor. Dr. LaMott had 
all of his class notes on a file so that we all 
had access to them. 
Using a laptop will increase access to 
everything. You will have 24-hour access 
to a library, to the Internet, and to your 
professors. When a professor e-mails 
your paper back you can send him or her 
a voice response. We all know how diffi-
cult it can be to meet with a professor. 
Now you can chat with them on your 
computer. You will be able to do class 
presentations on your computer. Group 
presentations and meeting will be easier 
to hold when you can communicate on 
your computer. 
ABBIE QUESTION: Were the students 
of Concordia University and their opin-
ions well represented in coming to this 
decision? Lucas Woodford informed me 
that it was a unanimous decision by the 
Student Senate representatives for the go 
ahead for the use of computers. 
President Holst said, "It was never a ques-
tion of `if.' It was a question of 'when. - 
He stated that he knew that it was going 
to happen, but was skeptical until he 
asked his first grade granddaughter what 
she did on her first day of school. 
Expecting an answer such as, "we learned 
colors," he was surprised when she 
replied that they booted up their corn- 
puters. Even though I can't remember 
what we did on my first day of school, I 
know it had nothing to do with comput-
ers. 
ABBIE QUESTION: What about those 
who already have laptops and desktops? 
Well, you will have another computer in 
your possession next school year. Every 
full-time and part-time student will be 
required to have this computer regard-
less of whether or not he or she already 
owns one. Everyone will then be on the 
same system and have the same access. 
Part-time students will have a lesser fee to 
pay because they will have less access. As 
a part-time student you can choose to 
pay the full fee and have the same access 
as a full-time student. Commuters and 
on-campus student all have the same fee. 
Will you be able to purchase your com-
puter when you graduate? Yes, you can 
buy your computer through IBM at the 
Fair Market Value (FMV). A computer is 
like a car; as soon as you start to use, it 
the value goes down. So you can pur-
chase your computer for less than full 
price. QUESTION: Will the money that I 
have paid already go towards the pur-
chase of my computer? No. the money 
that you have paid is like a renter's fee for 
the use of the computer. 
I know that this is a lot of information 
to retain, so if you have further questions 
I am going to refer you to Dr. Eric LaMott. 
He welcomes your questions. I was quite 
apprehensive when I first heard about 
this, but my opinion is that it will greatly 
enhance my education, and I am looking 
forward to having my own laptop. I hope 
that I have answered all your questions. 
Anymore, let me know! 
Love in Christ 
@bbie 
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At the youth group fund-raiser, 
Andy's booth was a big success. 
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Profs share bi-cultural background 
by Amy Klein 
Concordia's own Joel Schuessler and Dr. 
Daniel Jastram visited Dr. Heginbotham's 
Print Journalism class September 15 for a 
thoughtful, enlightening discussion of their 
experiences as American children growing 
up in Japan. 
Many people worry that children who 
grow up in a foreign country and then return 
to their parents' homeland will feel like peo-
ple without a country, unable to fit in com-
pletely in either place. Jastram and 
Schuessler, while touching briefly on these 
themes, were overall quite enthusiastic about 
the benefits reaped from growing up in 
Japan. 
Schuessler, CSP's Coordinator of Delivery 
Systems, was born in Sapporo, Japan, in 1960 
and lived there for twelve years before mov-
ing to Chicago. Jastram, Assistant Professor 
of Greek and New Testament, was born in 
Japan in 1955. He lived in the town of 
Shibata until he reached high school, when 
he attended the American School in nearby 
Tokyo. Both were the children of missionar-
ies, and both attended international schools 
where they were educated in the American 
style, although Schuessler first attended two 
years of Japanese kindergarten. 
They discussed both the difficulties and 
perks of growing up as foreigners in the 
unusually homogeneous Japanese culture. 
They would walk down the street and see 
Japanese children point at them, saying, 
"Gaigin, gaigin!" (the Japanese word for "for- 
0 :•. 0. 
titre Dame T 
citizenship. Today I find myself at the critical 
juncture between the old and the new, 
between the whispers that reach me from 
both worlds. From India, my family is happy 
I am part of the American dream. However, 
others accuse me of selling my soul for mate-
rial comfort, 
In this country, the papers are full of sto-
ries of how I - as aoijoitiOnt - am not wel-
come; that I am at lei  of 
immigrants! 
There are others who Rp'gct on me 
Messiah OA 'There are a. ,:jo 
India•  
eigner"), yet they were generally treated well 
and felt very well-liked. The only negative 
discrimination Schuessler could recall was 
during a tense moment in a game of hide-
and-seek, when a Japanese child said to him, 
"Yeah, well,what about Hiroshima?" Mostly, 
though, the children treated the Americans 
just like everybody else, and the Japanese 
adults treated them like honored guests, 
since they recognized the 
Americans' role in helping 
put Japan back on its feet. 
A recurring theme in the 
discussion was the adjust-
ment they faced upon 
moving back to the U.S. 
Schuessler's family had vis-
ited the United States 
once every three years throughout his child-
hood, and Schuessler always enjoyed being 
with his grandparents and seeing things they 
didn't have in Japan, such as Lucky Charms 
cereal. 
"Everything looked huge in the U.S., 
roads, rooms, houses," Schuessler reacalled. 
And it seemed like everyone talked really 
loud." When his family moved to the US for 
his seventh grade year, Schuessler says he 
faced the same fears everyseventh-grader 
faces: "Am I going to make friends? Am I 
going to be accepted?" That year, in a 
Lutheran school in Chicago, was not easy. 
He describes his classmates as "tough" and 
recalls them telling him and his brother that 
they "walked and talked choppy." His high 
booght him a Big Mac and chatted with him. 
He> then said to me, You foreigners come 
into this country and take our jobs." I told 
him that if he had a doctorate in economics, 
I would not be sitting by him. 
Am I a burden to America? For 10 years 
have paid all kinds of taxes. I am quite active 
in my community. As a parish council mem-
ber at St. Peter Claver, I helped organize 
youth programs. I produce a journal with 
students and policy-makers in 12 countries. 
As a board member of the Selby Avenue 
Community Development Corp., I worked 
to develop the avenue. Together with the St. 
Paul Foundation and community members, 
we are currently establishing a unique co 
munity fund for Asian-Pacific MinneS  
school years at Concordia Academy were bet-
ter, as Schuessler was able to be part of a 
small community similar to the international 
school he had attended in Japan. 
Jastram recalls feeling no fears when he 
moved to the U.S. at age 19 to attend the 
University of South Dakota. "I felt like, 'You 
could send me to the moon and I suppose I 
could survive there.' I felt more self-suffi- 
cient for survival." Rather 
than coming back with 
fears, Jastram says, he 
looked on the adjustments 
as challenges. He experi-
enced some culture shock 
just getting off the plane. "I 
thought all the Americans 
looked alike," he said. "I mean, they all had 
sort of light-colored hair, and big noses." He 
pointed out the irony of this observation, 
since Americans often comment that 
Japanese people all look alike. 
Starting college was a challenge, too. His 
first impression of American college students 
is that they were "the most boring, vulgar, 
crass, undisciplined...people I had ever met. 
The first thing they wanted to do was get 
away from their families." Jastram then con-
trasted this with Japanese college students, 
who he characterized as self-disciplined and 
highly cultured, with a strong sense of the 
importance of family. Jastram also comment-
ed that, after leaving Japan, he experienced a 
sense of loss, of mourning, of not fitting in. 
He knew that "genetically I belonged to the 
ome 
nor in the world, Z vlll gladly:do so. 
er I quell thes0 whispers, a vision 
appearS; .' It is of America as a meeting point 
of people from all over the world, each one 
bringing with him a unique experience from 
a different  land and culture, Together, they 
work for the common good. 
For example, my 22 years of experience in 
various parts of India can provide perspective 
on local, national and global issues. I have 
used `,tti~r ties in India to develop a foreign 
study m for students at Concordia 
I have used my local ties to pro-
on of an Indian jo :  
Cs in India to the ch 
United States, but my heart belonged to 
Japan, and that was hard to rectify." 
They may be assimilated into the American 
culture now, but both men spoke very posi-
tively of their experiences in Japan, express-
ing a great respect for the Japanese people 
and the culture in which they were raised. 
They mentioned the hospitality, generosity, 
and effusiveness of the Japanese people, and 
the high level of respect with which they 
treat everyone. They acknowledged the diffi-
culties of growing up in another culture, but, 
as Jastram said, the experience gave him a 
sense of being "cosmopolitan, a citizen of the 
world." 
Schuessler concluded by telling about an 
experience he had on a trip to Japan in 1983. 
He was' visiting a family in their home and 
mentioned to the son, who was about 12 
years old, that he loved baseball. When 
Schuessler was getting ready to leave, he 
noticed the son conferring with his mother. 
The son went into his room and came out 
with a baseball autographed by a Japanese 
player who is the international home run 
champion. He gave the ball to Schuessler 
without remorse. "I would love to have my 
kids see that kind of generosity," Schuessler 
said. 
Two people without a country? A pes-
simist might view these two men that way, 
but Jastram's term "citizen of the world" 
seems more appropriate for these two mem-
bers of our community, who carry in their 
genes and on their passports the identity of 
United States citizens, but whose hearts and 
minds will always bear the imprint of Japan. 
an organization that 
process a step further it 
uce new Americans <I'jke ml 
fig,ious and economic life in 
otild help people get rooted 
and develop friendships 
It would 'transcend ethnic lines, 
encouraging people to seek their roots, it 
would also call on them to seek a common 
humanity. I invite readers to help me make 
this vision a reality. 
I have met a lot of Americans who have 
not forgotten their immigrant heart - even 
though it has been a few generations since 
their families immigrated to this land. They 
all honor the vision of . Ellis and and smile 
with pride when an 
Madeleine Albright or, locally, a 
Chaudhary rises to the top, 
Jastram said the experience 
gave him a sense of being 
"cosmopolitan, a citizen of 
the world." 
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For those who have ears, let them hear 
by Amy Hansen 
Editor's note: In honor of Deaf 
Awareness Month (the month of 
October), the Sword is publishing a col-. 
lection of literature on this page regard-
ing the deaf culture. 
-Please celebrate with 
us! 
In 	chapel 
here at Concordia, 
you've probably 
noticed a woman ges-
turing with her hands 
to another woman. 
The person gesturing 
is Anika Gadbury inter-
preting the chapel ser-
vice for a me, a deaf 
person. 
I was born deaf, but 
raised in the hearing 
world. I have experi-
enced both cultures in 
some ways. I never 
went to a deaf school, 
opting instead to be 
mainstreamed with 
other hearing stu-
dents. But, I've gone 
to both hearing and deaf church ser-
vices. My mother tried her best to inter-
pret the hearing church services and 
Sunday School for me, but I could not 
completely understand the message of 
Jesus Christ. Then my family heard of a 
church for the deaf and we began attend-
ing. Now I understand that Jesus came 
and died for all of us, whether we are 
black or white, blind or seeing, deaf or 
hearing. 
For a long time I had struggles within 
myself. I wondered why I had to be born 
this way: why God created me to be deaf. 
I had feared that I must have been an 
extremely bad sinner, even before birth, 
and that God was angry at me, punishing 
me with deafness. Now, however, I see 
deafness as a gift. I can expose other 
people to a new culture, a silent lan-
guage. 
God made me deaf for a purpose. Like 
Ecclesiastes 3:1 says, "To everything, 
there is a season, a time for every pur-
pose under heaven." Jesus Christ died 
on the cross for me; there is a divine pur-
pose for the way I am. 
Darcee Hefta, freshman, said "Most 
deaf people are seen as being shy, liking 
to stay behind the scenes." She also 
added that after meeting me, she realized 
that all deaf people aren't like that 
because she noticed that I enjoy meeting 
people and being 




ed by hearing peo-
ple and may not 
have the experi-
ence I had grow-
ing up main-
streamed. Most of 
my older friends 
in the deaf church 
went to a deaf 
school. Some of 
my friends around 
my own age have 
been main-
streamed with me, 
although most of 
them have now 
transferred to a 
deaf school. I 
opted to stay 
mainstreamed in order to better under-
stand the hearing culture. 
Sophomore Liz Wachsmuth, who 
attended the College of St. Catherine last 
year for deaf culture and sign language 
interpretting, said, "Hearing people are 
very intimidated by deaf people. They do 
not realize that the deaf have their own 
culture and customs, just like hearing 
people. Many Americans think that deaf 
people are lost in our culture with only 
silly gestures to communicate by." 
I agree with Wachsmuth, particularly 
given the notion of cochlear implants. 
Those implants enable some deaf people 
to hear better. It depends on the level of 
hearing loss and other factors. Like other 
deaf people, I hate cochlear implants 
because they defy everything the deaf 
culture stands for. In my opinion, deaf 
people are no longer deaf with hearing 
implants, but they are not hearing. I can 
see both perspectives on it. The deaf 
believe that hearing people created 
cochlear implants because they thought 
the deaf were broken and needed to be 
fixed. On the other hand, the hearing  
culture thought they were helping the 
deaf by enabling them to hear. I feel that 
deafness is a culture and all people 
should respect other cultures by not try-
ing to change them. 
Another important aspect about deaf 
culture is that the languages within it dif-
fer from each other. Wachsmuth said 
that ASL (American Sign Language) came 
from the French Sign Language and 
switches words around. For example, in 
ASL, I would be saying "Night last, me 
movie finish went." But in SEE (Signed 
Exact English), I would say for that same 
sentence, "Last night, I went to the 
movies." 
I use SEE, but I am learning a bit of 
ASL. I sometimes combine the two lan-
guages to create PSE, which roughly 
means Pidgin Sign Language. A lot of my 
deaf friends use PSE, but I teach SEE to 
my hearing friends. Most of them, how-
ever, are on the PSE level by now. 
Freshman Katie Anderson's advice for 
those who hear is, "Take the time to learn 
the alphabet--at least--and really try to get 
to know the people 
who are deaf. It's 
just like taking the 
time to get to know 
anyone else. 
Relationships and 
friendships take time 




"Don't be afraid; just 
talk to deaf people. 
The worst thing that 
could happen is 
you'll make a great 
friend." 
Wachsmuth advis-
es people learning 
sign or people who 
want to learn sign 
not to get discour-
aged. "Practice! You 
learn so much faster if you use it [sign 
language] , especially with a deaf person. 
If you don't know a sign, ask. Don't be 
ashamed or shy, just keep learning!" 
I also advise those people who know 
sign language to talk to other hearing 
people who know sign using the lan-
guage. 
Some of you probably don't know that 
deaf people can read lips. The best lip-
reading that a deaf person can do is up to 
about 30 percent. I used to be at that 
level, but after quitting speech class in 
fifth grade, I plummeted. I am now trying 
to re-build my lip-reading skills and I am 
sometimes at about a 20 percent accura-
cy rate or more. 
Wachsmuth adds, "Many deaf people 
can hear a little, but not enough to corn-
municate properly. Using a signed lan-
guage makes it easier to communicate 
rather than trying to hear. Deaf people 
can still speak, but cannot hear their 
voice enough to control it." 
I speak with my voice, but not that 
well. My mother can understand my 
speech, but that's because she's had 
almost 20 years to understand it. I also 
can read face expressions well and at 
times I can detect some sounds through 
my sense of feel and my hearing. I have 
10 to 15 percent hearing in one ear and 
five to 10 percent in the other. 
I tell you, we all are very much alike, 
no matter 
whether we are 
hearing or deaf. 
We both talk on 
the phone (the 
deaf communi-
cate via relay) 
and we both 
love pizza, jet-
skiing, and the 
Green 	Bay 
Packers. 	Ok, 
ok, maybe not 
all deaf or hear-
ing people are 
Packers fans, 
but I know 
some of my 
hearing friends 
here at CSP 
cheer for them 
with me. 
I hope you 
have all been able to learn something 
about deaf culture through this issue of 
the Sword and will make an effort to learn 
more. May God's peace be with you in 
your learning. 
What is it like to "hear" a hand? 
You have to be deaf to understand! 
What is it like to be curious, 
To thirst for knowledge you can call your own, 
With an inner desire that's set on fire-- 
And you ask a brother, sister, or friend 
Who looks in answer and says, "Never mind!"? 
You have to be deaf to understand. 
What is it like to be a small child, 
In a school, in a room void of sound- 
With a teacher who talks and talks and talks; 
And then when she does come around to you, 
She expects you to know what she's said? 
You have to be deaf to understand. 
Or the teacher who thinks that to make you smart, 
You must first learn how to talk with your voice; 
So mumbo-jumbo with hands on your face 
For hours and hours without patience or end, 
Until out comes a faint resembling sound? 
You have to be deaf to understand. 
an excerpt from: 
You have to be deaf to understand 
by: Willard H. Madsen 
You think me deaf? 
I heard a snowflake fall 
I heard a rainbow sing, and the 
Blue-shadowed melody that 
twilight plays 
On spinet-trees. 
And I have heard the quaint 
elf-music 
Made by moonbeams on still 
water, 
And heaven's anthems as the stars appear. 
Oh! I have music 
Sweeter than songs that reach the outer 
ear! 
Untitled 
Jane H. Merchant 
. 	 . 	 . 
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This African drummer was part 
of the performances on stage 
on the knoll Sat, Oct. 11. 
"Go Big Blue!" cheers Laura 
Budde, energizing fans to root 
for the Comets! 
The art club, Images, displays creative harvest masks during the 
Homecoming parade on Saturday. 	 photo by Lydia Wittman 
44400", 
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Barb Eckhoff and Sara Lea Stafford play with splashes of color 
at one of the many booths during Saturday's festival.Photo by Amy Klein 
Concordia's very own pep band played their hearts and lungs out 
during the football game. 	 Photo by Sara Stafford 
A 
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These women are ready for the ho-down! Erin Swaab, Lydia 
Wittman, Leah Matson, and Sarah Mueller sport their harvest 
wear in preparation for the dance on Thursday. 
Kim Jeske and Amy Klein happily watch the Comets charge their 
way on to victory. 	 Photo by Tim Brasher 
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Hmong dancers entertain the crowd on the knoll 
with their parasols in hand. 	Photo by Tim Brasher 
Pon Chanthaphon, 
Michelle Hausz, 
Peter Witte, Nat 
Turner and his 
children enjoy the 
African dancing on 
stage. 
Photo by Tim Brasher 
44.,44 	OWN* 
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Photo by Lydia Wittman 
King Lucas Woodford, Queen Amy Marsh, Geoff Claus, Pete 
Obermueller, Nate Pakan, Jon Krueger, Becky Swanson, Justine 
Posey, Heidi Souba, and Steph Raedke make up the senior rep-
resentatives of the Homecoming Court. 
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Neigborhood children participated in face-painting and other 
activities CAB had planned on Sat. Carrie Donnely uses her 
artistic touch to create this masterpiece. 	 Photo by Kristy Bickel 
err 
• ostese#0.44% floovecoo4,44% 
Concordia's danceline busts a move at half-time. Their perfor-
mance was most impressive, especially with the small amount of 
time with which they had to prepare. 	 Photo by Tim Brasher 
The joke is on John. John Hoffman was the friendly receiver of a 
nice batch of whipped cream at the pie throwing contest. 
Photo by Heidi Albrecht 
."? 
One of the most popular festivities on the knoll, pumpkin carving, 
attracted all ages to express their creativity. 	Photo by Kristy Bickel 
The football team sports their jerseys with pride in the parade. 
Photo by Lydia Wittman 
Amity Foster poses with a tree 	Drew Nelson is the sumo 
on her face! 	Photo by Kristy Bickel 	wrestling champ! Photo by Lydia Wittman 
The women's X-
Country team can-
not be stopped. 
With each passing 
meet, the runners 
keep dropping 




nent in the dust at 
the U of M meet 
on Sat., Sept. 27. 
Photo by Tim Brasher 
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A view from the tunnel 
Extra Curricular Assignments 
by Gerry Coleman, Campus Pastor 
Editor's. note: Even if we had run his 
article correctly last issue, The Sword 
would want our readers to read it a sec-
ond time. Pastor Coleman's admonition 
to keep an open mind cannot be empha-
sized enough. We apologize for the inad-
vertent omission of several key lines in 
the article last issue that made it. unin- 
It is hard to believe that in the blink of 
an eye, the year will be over and we'll be 
dispersing to our various summer activi-
ties. You will wonder where the time 
went. 
So before time flies any faster or far-
ther, here is my advice to you for the 
year, some extracurricular assignments. 
Add them to your to do list. No grade will 
ever be able to match the rewards of 
these tasks. 
They are offered in the spirit of my 
father, whose constant advice to his over-
achiever college student son was, "Don't 
let your education interfere with your 
learning." That advice seems more wise 
and more meaningful as I grow older. 
Assignment #1. Get to know someone 
whose experiences will enlarge your own 
window on life. If you are from a rural 
community, go out of your way to 
befriend someone from a major urban 
center, and vice-versa. Get to know 
someone from a different racial back-
ground, or a non-western culture, or who 
has lived in a foreign country. I think 
Matt Weiss said it exactly right in Chapel 
recently when he said that when we get 
to know someone from another culture 
we become more complete as persons. 
That seems a worthy goal. 
Assignment #2. Take a ride on public 
transportation. A ride on the bus in St. 
Paul or Minneapolis will swiftly and dra-
matically enlarge your window on life. 
You will see there some people who 
choose to take the bus for all sorts of rea-
sons. Some of them will be very like you. 
Others are quite different from you. 
They have no choice but the bus. They 
completely depend on the bus to take 
them to jobs that pay less than your cam-
pus work study job. The most needy of 
us on this campus is more blest than we 
know. Someone has said that if you have 
a choice of what to eat, a change of 
clothes, and your own mode of trans-
portation, you are wealthier than 90% of 
the people who have ever lived on the 
face of the earth. A bus ride may help you 
to appreciate that. 
Assignment #3. Attend some cultural 
events. I don't know if you realize that 
you have come to one of the cultural cap-
itals of the world. From my experiences 
living in Washington DC, Atlanta, and 
New York, I judge the cultural life of the 
Twin Cities to be one of America's best 
kept secrets. The cultural events here are 
of exceptional quality. They are a lot 
more affordable than in the few cities of 
comparable offering. Get a life. Get off 
campus. The soil of the mind bears more 
fruit if it has been appropriately enriched. 
Assignment #4. Visit some different 
churches. Most of us grow up in a spiri-
tual ghetto, rather unaware of the world 
beyond our own little corner of the vine-
yard. Not only unaware, but also unin-
formed. Many of us are born and raised 
in a single church, perhaps the one 
where our parents were born and raised. 
That situation, like all situations, comes 
complete with plusses and minuses. One 
of the minuses is that it often produces a 
limited vision of the church at large, a 
subject which is presumably as important 
to God as whatever is happening in our 
own denomination. Further, it does not 
foster an understanding of what it takes 
to communicate the gospel to people 
whose spiritual roots are different from 
our own, another topic we can assume to 
be of some divine interest. 
And now, one technique to guide you 
through the maze. Life at college offers 
you many more opportunities than you  
can take advantage of. It's not unlike a 
buffet with so many dishes that you have 
to choose carefully what you will eat. I 
suspect that many of us go through the 
line tasting whatever is in sight, without 
asking ourselves the question "Is this 
good for me?" I hope that you will begin 
to develop a clear sense of purpose about 
being at college. Let that purpose be 
your guide as to the activities in which 
you choose to participate. Did you come 
to college to party? If so, I suspect you'll 
find plenty to fill the bill. Did you come 
to college to find and enter a career? If 
so, be intentional about selecting experi-
ences that will help you achieve that goal! 
Or did you perhaps come to college to 
prepare for life? For parenthood? For 
being a good child to your parents? For 
being a good neighbor? For fulfilling 
your place in God's plan? If so, let that 
by Aimee Bruening 
"But He was pierced for our trans-
gressions, He was crushed for our 
iniquities, the punishment that 
brought us peace was upon Him, 
and by His wounds we are healed." 
Isaiah 53:5 
"Their sins and lawless acts I will 
remember no more." Hebrews 
10:17 
"I, even I, am He who blots out your 
transgressions, for My own sake, and 
remembers your sin no more." 
Isaiah 43:25 
"I'll forgive you, but I will never forget 
it," John Black said to Kristen Blank on 
the popular soap opera, "Days of Our 
Lives," after she lied, schemed, and 
tricked him into thinking he loved her. 
To his I ask John, "What is the point of  
sense of calling guide you as you decide 
how to spend your time. If you came to 
college in search of all of the above, what 
is the right balance for you? It's a ques-
tion worthy of some thought. 
Carpe diem. We all learned from the 
Latin lesson in Dead Poet's Society that 
carpe diem means "seize the day." God 
is good. We have this time as a gift from 
him. Remember that the next time you 
are struggling through the day. The day 
is his gift. Each day is his gift.. How can 
we make the most of that precious gift? 
Another worthy question. 
Ask enough questions like those and 
you'll make my father's advice unneces-
sary: you will discover how to make your 
education and your learning all of a piece. 
You might also discover how to make 
your Father's creation new. 
t 
pound some nails in your hands, and 
climb up on a tree. Now how does it feel? 
Christ's pains were powerful and 
strong, but yet it was his agony that 
brought us peace. We did nothing to 
deserve that peace; He saw how weak 
and wimpy we were and grabbed our 
hands. Today, we, with the help of the 
Holy Spirit, have the power to stand up to 
those sins because of what Christ did on 
Calvary and the fact that He left the tomb 
empty. 
But there is more to it than just that. 
As Jesus hung on that cross, he didn't 
have Peter or John write down that Billy 
told a lie or that. Annie stole a pencil. No, 
He erased all those sins and didn't think 
twice about them. He polished our 
hearts clean and stamped them with His 
love. He forgot all of those dreadful acts 
the instant He cried, "It is finished!" 
If Jesus can claim us as His own and 
forget about our sins, after all the pain He 
went through, can't we, too, forget those 
trivial sins we face? The next time you 
ye someone, be reminded of the 
his 
remember a t  
The 
you 	w 
We must forgive & forget 
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Outreach student returns from Peru 
by Amy Klein 
Concordia student Christina Buhl spent 
the past two years being a baby. To Buhl, 
who just returned from a two-year Director 
of Christian Outreach internship in Peru, 
the key to surviving culture shock was real-
izing that she had to "go back to Point A 
and learn everything just the way a baby in 
that culture would. It's okay to be fright-
ened. You should be. Just don't be afraid 
to express it." 
Foreign mission work is not new to 
Buhl. After spending the first five years of 
her life in California, she lived in the 
Philippines for eight years with her parents, 
missionaries with Campus Crusade for 
Christ. 
"I've never lived in the same place for 
more than two years," Buhl commented. 
"Sometimes I wonder, 'God, can't you let 
me settle in one place a little longer?' But 
at the same time, I know it's been good for 
me because I'm not attached to any one 
place, and maybe it's better for a mission-
ary to have this type of background. I think 
of myself as a nomad on this earth, like 
Abraham, and I won't be home until I get 
to heaven." 
For Buhl, this internship. partially fulfills 
a lifelong dream. "I've known my whole 
life that I wanted to tell people about Jesus 
and what He's done for me and for them. 
Then. everything fell into place...like choos-
ing to come to CSP. I had never even heard 
of the DCO program before coming here, 
but I knew it was right for me." The time 
Korea continued from front page 
that God can understand all languages and is 
everywhere at the same time and listens to every-
one's prayers. That's something I've known for as 
long as I can remember, but I've gained a greater 
appreciation for it after living for a month in a 
country halfway around the world where very few 
people speak English." 
All of the classes at the seminary are taught in 
Korean, so Possehl and Loewe are each taking 
four independent study courses through CSP, 
including courses in Korean language, history, 
and religious history. Luther Seminary's purpose 
is to train people for Christian mission work so 
each student, including Possehl and Loewe, is 
assigned to a field work church where they go on 
the weekends, 
Dr. Mark Schuler, assistant professor of theol-
ogy at Concordia, was instrumental in arranging 
the exchange program. He and his wife Rhoda, a 
guest instructor at CSP, flew to Korea with 
Possehl and Loewe on August 21 to visit the 
school, returning to St. Paul just in time for the 
start of our fall semester. The four of them 
enjoyed the time they spent touring Seoul togeth- 
she spent in Peru reinforced the idea that 
Christ called her to cross-cultural ministry. 
Chiclayo, where Buhl spent the two 
years, is one of the largest cities in Peru. It 
lies on the coast, about 11 hours by bus 
north of Lima. It contains "a real hodge- 
podge of people," as most of its residents 
are people who moved there from Peru's 
mountains or jungle to find work. She 
worked for World Mission Prayer League 
with a married couple who were also 
WMPL missionaries and with another cou- 
ple from the Swedish Lutheran Mission. 
Starting and leading three youth groups 
were Buhl's main responsibilities in Peru, 
"but, like any missionary, I filled in wherev-
er it was needed: to lead Bible studies and 
the children's ministry, and, so on." She 
also discipled three young women while 
there, including Karina, who is now leading 
two youth groups herself. 
Returning to full-time student status in a 
United States college is quite a transition 
after two years as a DCO in a foreign coun- 
try. "I became really comfortable in Peru, 
and now I'm not a youth leader any more; 
I'm just a student. And I'm seeing that the 
kids I worked with don't necessarily need 
me." 
One thing she gained from her intern- 
ship is a new appreciation for learning, 
especially for general education classes and 
other non-outreach classes. "Now I realize 
how much else there is that I need to 
know. I'm taking psychology, communica-
tion, and two teaching classes, and it's neat 
to see what these classes can do for me, to 
prepare me for what I'll be doing as a mis- 
er which, Mark Schuler reported, "felt like a fami-
ly vacation." Before returning home, the Schulers 
also took Possehl and Loewe out to eat at a TGI 
Friday's in Seoul for one last taste of American 
food. 
Loewe and Possehl co-wrote a letter addressed 
to "Dear anyone who wants to read this," which 
the Schulers brought back and placed in the 
Campus Ministry Center. Their sense of adven-
ture and enjoyment is evident in the letter, which 
almost reads like an advertisement for the 
exchange program because of their enthusiasm. 
"(Korea) rocks!" Loewe wrote in the letter. 
"Everything is so different here, but we're getting 
accustomed to it all -- especially the chopsticks --
we'll be pros in no time! About the people? Oh, 
they really are wonderful. It's frustrating not 
being able to communicate very well, but we're 
learning Korean quickly, and everyone knows a 
fair amount of English. Everyone seems so happy 
that we are here and laughs at us a lot. We even 
taught them how to say 'Yeah, sure, ya betchar 
Possehl's recent e-mail was also enthusiastic. 
"Korea is such a beautiful country," he wrote.  
sionary." She adds, "It's incredible how all 
these different areas relate. I guess that's 
the whole point of General Ed's: to have a 
perspective on the whole spectrum of life 
and of the world." 
During her experiences in Peru, Buhl 
grew in many ways. She met many differ-
ent people, developing close relationships 
with Peruvians and Swedes. She learned a 
lot about herself: what her gifts are, what 
she needs to learn, and where she needs 
improvement. 
"But the most significant experience," 
she said, "was getting to know God in a 
more personal way. I had to rely on Him 
for everything, from major things to'rninor 
things. Whenever I get to the point of 
thinking I really know Him, I learn some-
thing more. I guess all of life will be learn-
ing that God is so much bigger than I 
thought. It's exciting to see how big He is." 
After graduation this spring, she plans to 
spend a year in the United States, learning 
how to function in U.S. society. This 
includes getting an apartment, buying a 
car, and preparing for her furloughs from 
the mission field. Then she plans to go 
overseas, where her heart is. 
"I would love to go back to Peru but if 
God calls me somewhere else, I'll go." 
Buhl related the story of the prophet 
Jeremiah recorded in Jeremiah 1:4-6. 
Jeremiah thought he was too young and 
unqualified to be God's servant, but God 
put words in his mouth. • "That's how I 
feel," Buhl explained. "If God tells me to 
say something, I'll say it. If He tells me to 
go somewhere, I'll go. If He tells me to do 
"Both Sarah and I have remarked this is what 
heaven•is going to look like. The sky is blue and 
the mountains are beautiful. I'm really going to 
miss them when I return to St. Paul." 
Possehl and Loewe will be returning to the 
States in time to spend Thanksgiving with their 
families and will then return to CSP for the last 
few weeks of the semester to finish their inde-
pendent study courses with their supervisors. 
Then in January, we will again be hosting four to 
six students from Luther Seminary for one month 
of experience in the U.S. culture and language. 
Hosts are needed for these visitors. Students 
interested in hosting one of the Korean students 
for a month in their residence hall rooms, or in 
spending a semester in Korea, should contact 
Professor Mark Schuler. 
For those of you concerned about poor Sarah 
having to face anchovies for breakfast, Mark 
Schuler reported that "after a three-hour nap in 
an air-conditioned room and Lucky Charms the 
next morning, she was just fine." 
something, I'll do it." 
Christy Buhl's passion for God and for 
the people He created are evident to any-
one who spends more than a few minutes 
with her. To her, serving God is worth any-
thing, even becoming a baby again. 
Visiting homeless 
renews values 
by Tim Garrels 
Despair, deprivation, poverty...homelessness. 
As the car that I was riding in came to a halt at the 
Dorothy Day homeless shelter, my mind raced with 
these expectations. What kind of people would I be 
helping feed breakfast to? What would the homeless 
look like? Would my life be in danger? 
"Maybe we'll get to eat with them," a person next 
to me said as I unbuckled my seat belt. 
Oh no, I thought. Would I really have to do that? 
I mean, after all, weren't they dirty? Don't they stink? 
I got out of the car along with the others who 
were accompanying me, and I was bombarded with 
concern after concern. I knew that I would be help-
ing and that was enough motivation for me, but real-
istically, I did not expect to gain any new insight. I 
thought I knew all there was to know, and I defi-
nitely did not want to touch any homeless people. 
Yeah, I was prepared to get on my hands and 
knees and scrub floors. I was prepared to see people 
eating out of the garbage. I was prepared to do 
everything except get close to them. 
To my amazement, I entered an atmosphere that 
hustled and bustled and didn't reek. The place was 
clean, and the people who worked there made sure 
to keep it that way. They weren't there on some cru-
sade to save the world and gain national attention. 
They were ordinary people, performing an ordinary 
task of making a pancake breakfast. 
All I was asked to do was cut grapefruit and set 
the tables. It was something that I had done since I 
was a child. It was one of the most basic acts that 
nearly every human knows how to do. I helped pre-
pare a meal, a simple thing that the homeless them-
selves could be doing, I thought to myself. 
After all of the preparations had been made, the 
doors of the center were opened, and the homeless 
began to file in. Breakfast was served, and I was safe 
behind the protection of a solid stainless steel serv-
ing line. No one was going to get too close to me 
there. 
Then I saw a whirl of diverse hues and shapes. 
Young and old alike took their turns of standing in 
front of the serving line while I stood behind it. I 
could see into their world, and they could see into 
mine. And that was fine. 
Then a well-groomed and clean homeless man 
came along, and he laughed and smiled just like me. 
What? The homeless can't laugh and smile. They 
can't be normal. Surely, they aren't like me. 
Like bricks falling on my head, I suddenly realized 
that what I had perceived had been all wrong, and I 
was the one who had been reeking. 
I had judged before I had seen. I had not been 
accepting. I had been afraid of a simple monetary 
difference that means nothing in the light of eterni-
ty. I had been the one with the problem all along. I 
had been so busy building a shell of what I thought 
was perfection around me that I almost missed see-
ing the reality. 
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"Racing Demon" provokes questions 
by Angie Seifert 
An idealistic reverend wrapped up in 
Jesus, a pastor with no beliefs to stand 
on, a bishop concerned with the image of 
the church, a drunken reverend, an iden-
tity-searching pastor and a few others 
make up a great melting pot of characters 
in the daring play "Racing Demon" cur-
rently showing at the Guthrie theater in 
Minneapolis until October 30. This play 
exposes the issue of dissent in the 
church. 
The playwright, David Hare explained, 
"I had been right to take the church seri-
ously for once, and to use it as a 
metaphor for the difficulties any organi-
zation faces when it must choose  
between a desire to appeal to as many 
people as possible, and a balancing need 
to stay truthful to its own beliefs and his-
tory." 
His play evokes many questions. Has 
the message of Christ been drowned in 
our preoccupation with getting people in 
the seats? Or have we been too wrapped 
in traditionalism and law to tell the 
gospel? In short the play unravels the 
problem of trying to please people and 
still remain true to long-held beliefs. 
Often we look up to those in the 
church to know all the answers. This play 
was disturbing. It gave off an aroma of 
humanism. The Reverend Lionel Espy 
did not rely on God much and told his  
parishoners little about the love of Christ. 
I believe the bishop said it well when he 
rebuked the reverend with, "You are giv-
ing them nothing to eat; they always go 
away hungry. Jesus said, Feed my 
sheep!" President Holst,who also attend-
ed with his wife, said, "It was somewhat 
contradictory." The Reverend Tony 
Ferris, who was ridiculed for being "on 
fire for Jesus," did not match his actions 
with his faith. The Reverend Lionel Espy 
listened and cared for others, but did not 
give his congregation anything to believe 
in. 
President Holst stated, "The message 
was a call to be clear on our teaching and 
action. You may do good, but give no  
theological basis. You and those who lis-
ten to your teaching will run on empty. 
You could have a high emotional and 
intellectual involvement with no action. 
Then you will self-destruct." 
I admit this play caused me, the writer, 
to shift in my seat. It provoked many 
thoughts and questions. Still, I would 
encourage all to go as active, not passive, 
observers of this play. Is it possible for 
you to grow by staying within the bound-
aries of your own comfortable circle? On 
the contrary, you may find when faced 
with an ideal that conflicts with your own, 
your beliefs are often strengthened 
rather than weakened. 
A view from the couch Another literary genius 
by Amity Foster 
Wow. I don't know if this article can 
be called, "A View from the Couch," 
because I am writing it, not Rich. We 
decided to switch columns for one issue; 
he is going to review a book and I will 
review a movie. The movie of choice is A 
Thousand Acres. This movie is based 
upon Jane Smiley's book of the same 
title. I saw the movie last week, and I 
read the book last school year. 
The movie is well done. As are most 
movies based upon a book, there are 
things that were in the book that were 
left out of the movie.The book is much 
more complex and has more subplots 
than are possible to use in a movie with-
out having it not make sense. The direc-
tor and writer did a decent job of decid-
ing what to cut and what to keep. I saw 
this movie partly because I read the book 
and I wanted to compare the two. Even 
if I hadn't read the book, I would have 
gone to this show. 
The movie is set on a farm in Iowa, and 
it was filmed on location. Most of the 
action takes place on the farm, except for 
a few scenes in town. The story is about 
a father who decides to split up his land 
among his daughters and about the 
resulting disasters. If you have heard 
other reviews of the movie or book, you 
have probably heard a reference to King 
Lear. The plot of A Thousand Acres fol-
lows that of King Lear in that there are  
three daughters, a father, and a sort of a 
"which daughter loves me most?" issue. 
Jessica Lange, Michelle Pfeiffer, and 
Jennifer Jason Leigh are the three daugh-
ters, while Jason Robards plays the father. 
The acting is well done, especially that of 
Robards, who plays an old man going 
crazy. 
I enjoyed the movie a lot. Whenever 
I see a movie based on a book that I have 
read, I find myself comparing the two. 
Maybe the amount of time in between my 
reading the book and seeing the movie 
was enough that I did not really remem-
ber small details or maybe I wasn't being 
picky, but the movie did an almost excel-
lent job of sticking with the book. The 
only thing that annoyed me was that the 
director and production team would start 
with a subplot and then leave the audi-
ence hanging. They also left out some of 
the more interesting parts of the book, 
including a poisoning that might have 
happened and a blinding. Unfortunately, 
you can't have everything. 
This film really doesn't fit on the grunt 
scale. It is between a three and four. I • 
recommend this movie to everybody. If 
you're a picky person like me, read the 
book first and then annoy the person you 
see the movie with by making compar-
isons throughout the show. If not, just 
go see the show.  
by Rich Davenport 
This is strange. A book review. Not my nor-
mal forte, but...well, here goes! Amity and I 
decided that it would be fun to switch columns 
for an issue and see what it's like on the other 
side of the fence....nice view! 
The book I'm reviewing is not a novel, but a 
collection of short stories written by one of the 
seldom-sung authors of the English language. 
W.P. Kinsella is a Canadian author, so he may 
not be familiar to you. You may, however, rec-
ognize the name of one of his most famous 
novels through its adaptation to the silver 
screen. Shoeless Joe is the original novel from 
which sprang the infamous Field of Dreams  
film. You may not have seen this film, but you 
have surely heard its catch phrase: "if you build 
it, they will come." 
Anyway, on to my first ever book review. 
There are nine stories in W.P. Kinsella's collec-
tion The Thrill of the Grass, one for each inning 
of the subject the book as a whole deals with: 
baseball. Kinsella is as passionate about this 
sport as he is about words and language. He 
writes with such love and spirit that one 
becomes enraptured by his eloquent phrasings. 
The lead story, "The Last Pennant Before 
Armageddon" deals with a myth that mills 
around Cubs fans that their team will win the 
last National League Championship Series 
before the end of the world. The manager in 
the story is warned by a sort of "archangel" that 
if the Cubs, who are on a hot streak and tied for 
first place, win the playoff to decide the NL 
champs, the world will come to an end. So he 
does what any respectable baseball manager 
would do... 
You don't really expect me to tell you the 
end, do you? Read it for yourself! 
The other story in this collection that stands 
out above the rest is the title story. "The Thrill  
of the Grass" is a heartwarming tale of a true fan 
of baseball and what he did one cool, quiet 
summer night to help fill the void left by a base-
ball strike. The story is not the most important 
thing here, but Kinsella's mastery of the simile 
is what makes this story truly great. 
The second collection of Kinsella stories I 
thoroughly enjoyed was The Dixon Cornbelt 
League. Again, nine stories for nine innings. 
The truly great stories in this collection are 
"The Darkness Deep Inside," a disturbing story 
with some Christian overtones. "Darkness" is 
an examination of going from one extreme to 
another, with the main character becoming a 
born again Christian and changing his life for 
the better, dispelling the darkness inside him-
self 
The other story in this collection that 
deserves special mention is "Searching for 
January." It is a hypothetical examination of 
what may have happened if Roberto Clemente, 
famed and deceased center fielder for the 
Pittsburgh Pirates had live through the plane 
crash that took his life. The entire story has an 
ethereal quality to it that draws the reader in. 
Imagine what it would be like to come back to 
a world where twenty years had passed, but it 
had only been two days for you....creepy. 
Kinsella's descriptive voice is addictive and 
soothing. His stories have a little something for 
everyone, from baseball to spirituality to moral-
ity to humor, but it is his style that draws me to 
him, and I hope that this will give those of you 
out there who have overlooked him reason to 
pick up one of his books. That's it for me this 
issue. Next issue, I'm back where I belong--in 
my own column. This has been like going into 
someone's house and sleeping in their bed for 
a night. Strange, yet broken in. 
Even four Maranatha defenders have a tough 
time tackling freshman Jason Muzik. photo by rim Brasher 
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Brothers on the field 
Football continued from front 
the least, with a cumulative 411 yards. 
Unfortunately for them, the majority of their 
offense was played somewhere in the middle of 
the field thanks to Concordia's defense creating 
turnovers (again). Maranatha QB Kevin Taylor 
tossed the Comets four intercep-
tions: one to Corey Peterson, 
one to Aaron Neumann, and two 
to Adam Schutte, one of which 
Adam returned to the two-yard 
line just in time for Eric to run in 
for a TD. Concordia's offense 
was nothing to sneeze at; after 
all, they found the end zone for 
five touchdowns. The Comets 
scored three touchdowns in the 
first fifteen minutes and sixteen 
seconds. The first was a fifteen-
yard pass from Dustin Campbell 
to senior wide receiver Jessey 
Ferbeyre. The second, third, 
and fourth were run in by Eric 
Schutte (2, 89, and 27 yards, respectively). The 
final TD was due in part to some great blocking by 
freshman Casey Hunt, as Shawn Kuykendall ran 
the length of the field on a kick-off return. Joel 
Arnold kicked a perfect 5-for-5 extra points. 
Concordia had 309 total yards on offense. 
Campbell completed 13 passes for 111 yards and 
one interception. Eric Schutte added sparkle to 
his glittering statistics with a net total of 191 yards. 
He is easily leading conference scoring with a cur-
rent total of 17 touchdowns this season. As for 
other key plays, two of Maranatha's extra point 
attempts were blocked by Lucas Woodford and 
the combined force of matt Woodford and Paul 
Huber. Sacks were made by Justin Langbehn and 
both Woodfords. 
What a game. The final score was 35-26, in 
favor of Concordia. 
An enthusiastic crowd, includ-
ing performances by Concordia's 
dance line, cheerleading squad 
(premiering for the first time), and 
pep band, as well as an astounding 
performance by Irondale High 
School's Marching Band at half-
time, contributed in no small way 
to the Concordia victory. 
Head coach Tom Cross was very 
pleased with the game overall. He 
is happy with the hard work that 
he has seen from the entire team 
and knows that, if this trend con-
tinues, the long desired 
Conference Championship ring is 
well within reach. 
Injury Report 
*The game against Dubuque 
proved to be a crippling one at 
best. Senior Joe Law and junior 
Mike Gunderson sustained 
by Melissa Bargfreid 
Brothers who play together, stay together. 
Concordia has four sets of brothers on its 
football roster this year, no doubt a helpful 
part of the team's healthy comaraderie this 
season. 
Matt and Lucas Woodford have once again 
combined to intimidate theirbffensive oppo-
nents game after game this season. Sacking 
the quarterback is a favorite thing to do, and 
Matt is doing it rather well, with assistance 
from big brother Lucas. The homecoming 
game was the last time that the two of them 
will play together at home, as Lucas is a grad- 
injuries that removed them from the defensive 
line for the remainder of the season. Both 
required surgical procedures to correct their ail-
ments. 
* A lot of people have inquired about "the kid that 
broke his leg" (from Martin Luther) at the home 
game on September 27. He 
appeared to be recovering 
pretty well after his emergency 
surgery when members of the 
team/staff stopped to visit 
him. 
Game of the Year: 
Concordia at Mount Scenario 
Saturday is a landmark game 
for the Comets when they 
meet the other first place team 
in the conference. The winner 
of the game will (unofficially) 
be the UMAC champions. 
Mount Scenario's QB Perry 
Myren is ahead of Campbell, 
but no game is won by a single 
player. The victory will go to the most deserving 
team: the one that works the hardest and wants it 
the most. Look for a rough and tough game of 
true blue football to be played between the two 
conference powerhouses! 
Enthusiasm is contagious when 
spread by Concordia's new 
Cheerleaders. 	photo by Sara Stafford 
uating senior. But, fortunately for Concordia 
athletics, they have a little brother. 
The case is nearly the same with the 
Schuttes, Eric (Sr.) and Adam (So.), except 
that these brothers play on opposite sides of 
the ball. And these guys have TWO little ,  
brothers. 
As far as brothers on opposite sides of the 
ball go, let's not forget Aaron and Nick 
Neumann (Sr. and Fr, respectively). The only 
difference with them is that their little sister 
doesn't play football. 
But back to the offensive tine, watch for 
Mark and Nate Heiser (So. and Fr, respec-
tively) to dominate in years to come, as they 
have a few solid years leftt p y to ether: 
CSP sports spirit 
by Lisa Legrand 
Concordia's newly formed cheerleading squad 
greeted fans attending the Homecoming Football 
game with noise and cheers. The new members 
of the dance line also performed during half-time, 
as did as the boisterous pep band throughout the 
game. 
Senior Shawn Hecksel said, "It was nice to see 
some spirit at the football game; it's been a while 
since I've heard that much cheering!" 
Both cheer and dance teams had clinics for a 
week before auditioning for their positions. The 
teams learned dances and cheers to obtain their 
positions. After a week of training and tryouts, 
administered by upperclassmen and advisor 
Kathy McGraff, the members had one week to 
prepare cheers and dances for the Homecoming 
football game. 
The six women selected for this season's squad 
are Abbie Weiss, Lisa Legrand, Jen Foster, Laura 
Budde, Jen Dupick, and Amy Fisher. 
Not only did these six Concordia women form 
a cheerleading squad this year, but they also 
recruited male cheerleaders to lead cheers and 
perform stunts. Look for the "cheer guys" at the 
up and coming dome game on October 24, 
where the Comets battle Northwestern's team. 
Freshman Malissa Chaffee said about the cheer-
leading squad, "It brought more of a college foot-
ball game atmosphere to Concordia than there 
has been before; everyone seemed more spirited 
about the game!" 
Senior Eric Schutte cannot be stopped as he heads for the end-
zone in one of his three TD's on Saturday, Oct. 11. photo by rim Brasher 
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In the knoll: A look at saints and princesses 
by Ryan Knollmaier 
Do yourself a favor next time you are 
in a mall or shopping center. Walk into 
the nearest toy store and do this little 
exercise: 
1) Find and count all toys related to 
princesses. Note the enormous amount 
and pretentious connotations. 
2)Keep that in mind. Ponder the mes-
sage that it sends little girls. 
3) Find and count all the toys related 
to those who have professed a vow of 
poverty, dedicating one's life to the poor, 
or being a living saint. Note the 
scarcity, or nonexistence of such toys. 
4) Keeping that in mind as well, pon-
der the message that this sends about 
Western society. 
My point? Almost every little girl 
dreams, at one point, of being a princess. 
Fairy tales are about princesses and  
princes. Games and toys feed little girls' 
dreams of living in a palace, wearing 
beautiful jewels and gowns, and marrying 
a Ken-like prince. Examine the Disney 
movies and see how many of the hero-
ines are princesses. Now examine them 
again and observe how many of the hero-
ines live in the slums, caring for the 
impoverished, the sick, the diseased, and 
the rest of the souls the world threw 
away. Not too many, right? My point 
exactly. 
Princess Diana is dead. It is tragic and 
untimely. (Of course, when is a death 
timely?) The world mourned; she had 
done much to help the world. She was 
extremely charitable and very kind. But 
she was no saint. 
Mother Teresa is a saint, or will be on 
the five-year anniversary of her death at 
the latest. She is the worldwide symbol 
of kindness, dedication, love, selfless-
ness, compassion, and charity. Her death  
did not mesmerize us as did Diana's. 
Let's compare the two. 
Princess Diana gave thousands of her 
millions to good causes; Mother Teresa 
gave all she had to the poor. In fact, she 
gave her sweat and tears, her strength 
and courage, her blood and compassion. 
Princess Diana lived in luxury, a palace. 
Mother Teresa lived in filth on the 
streets. Princess Diana was a philan-
thropist, a person who gave a little of a 
lot. She sold her old gowns at an auction. 
Mother Teresa gave up all her worldly 
possessions. 
No disrespect is meant to Diana or her 
memory by my argument. But, she was 
no saint. Mother Teresa is. While Diana 
did many good things in her life and 
should be credited for them, the atten-
tion given to her death by the press and 
commemorating plates, stamps, and 
videos is excessive. This is especially so 
when a living saint, a person who embod- 
ies goodness and holiness dies at about 
the same time with little recognition from 
the world. 
Remember Diana well; hold her mem-
ory dear. But remember Mother Teresa 
as an example of the impact that one 
human being can make on the world. 
Remember where you were when you 
heard the first news of the death of 
Princess Diana and how you felt. 
Remember and learn from the first time 
you heard about a saintly woman in 
Calcutta and how you felt. Think about 
which one had more impact on your 
views of humanity, charity, and compas-
sion. When you do this, you will be pay-
ing all the respects needed to the memo-
ry of Mother Teresa. Then take those 
commemorative Princess Di stamps and 
mail someone a letter about how much 
good Mother Teresa did to human kind. 
by Karla D'Agosta 
"It seems like everything I touch just falls 
to pieces/ It seems like everyone I help just 
falls, and how I need someone to make me 
feel assured/ I don't need anyone if you're on 
my side, Lord." 
This line is from the song, "Who can be 
against me," by the Orange County 
Supertones, one of Christian ska music's 
most respected bands. Ska can be defined as 
energy-filled, horn-driven, reggae-on-caffeine 
music. 
Even as a long time Supertones fan, I was 
not really sure what to expect from their con 
cert at the New Union on Friday, October 3, 
because I had never before attended a ska 
concert, Sure, people had given me loads of 
advice beforehand. For example, one person 
recommended that I wear steel-toed shoes 
because of the cramming and bouncing of all 
the concert-goers. But, I still did not know 
what made the 'tones (short for Supertones) 
concert so different from a performance of a 
regular band. 
The Supertones captured attention from 
the first moment they entered the stage, 
dressed in three-piece suits, holding their 
instruments. The base player, Tony, let the 
crowd know that the musical talent they 
would be hearing tonight was not from the 
Supertones, but from God. From that sec-
ond on, the New Union was transformed into 
a world of skankin' rudeboys, brass horns, 
and lots of sweaty individuals. 
One of the things the Supertones do dif-
ferently than almost all other bands is that 
they stop the concert toward the end and 
have a devotion time with the audience. 
Here you are in a tightly enclosed room sur-
rounded by hundreds of people, the air is 
filled with sweat, and the Supertones are on 
stage encouraging you to live your life for 
Christ and to honor Him. It was amazing. 
After the devotion, the Supertones ended the 
night with one of their most popular songs, 
"Strike back." 
The Supertones consist of Jason Carson 
on drums, Tony Terusa on base, Dave 
Chevalier on the tenor sax, Dan Spenson on 
the trombone, Daren Mettler on the trumpet 
and Brian Johnson on the guitar. The 
Supertones have two CDs out, the 
Adventures of the Orange County 
Supertones and the Supertones Strike Back. 
"Sing to him a new song; play skillfully and 
shout for joy." -Psalm 33:3. The Orange 
County Supertones take this Psalm to heart 
at their concerts and in their lives. 
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T, '; 40 tit minuatt e 
Thank you to the convocation Committee, the facilities people, and the colleagues who helped with kiosks, etc, 
for help with the convocation. 
Thanks for help to the whole Concordia community for feedback on the Convocation, for patience when I tell 
another Russia story, and for interest in and attention to the complexities of living in another part of the globe. 
It's good to be back with you! 
Sincerely, 
Rich Carter 
Editor's note: The Concordia Community thanks Dr. Carter for the dynamic convocation reflected in the pictures of the "Russia 
subway" and "market," complete with products and market bags. The slides made his sabbatical vivid to his audience. 
Kathryn Gagnon of Penumbra 
Theater visits Integrative class, 
Harlem Renaissance, taught by 
Eleanor Heginbotham, Paul 
Hillmer, Kathryn Schenk, and 
Karla Ness. 
Here Gagnon is teaching the 
Charleston. 
Photo provided by Eleanor Heginbotham 
A Message From The President 
I have been reading a helpful book 
by George Barna. Turning Vision into  
Action  (Regal Books, Ventura, Cal., 
1996) has focused my attention again 
on the process of turning good ideas 
into successful accomplishments. 
Barna acknowledges that success 
begins with a vision. "Begin with the 
end in mind" (Stephen Covey) is well 
known as a habit of successful people. 
A vision, however, must be followed 
by a plan on how to accomplish the 
goal. The plan, Barna notes, must 
then be broken down into simple tac-
tics or specific acts. Vision, plans and  
tactics bring achievements. 
I hope that each of you readers has 
a vision of success at Concordia 
University. May you clearly envision 
learning that will • prepare you for 
thoughtful and informed living. 
Planning your major, minor, curricu-
lum objectives and course sequence is 
the next important step and most stu-
dents do that well. Where success 
breaks down is often lack of tactics. 
Do I decide what to do and when to 
do it? Do I attend each class? Do I 
schedule and keep study time? What 
do I read next? Do I eat right? Do I 
exercise well? Are my spiritual priori-
ties and habits set, celebrated and 
acted out? 
Success may depend on the small-
est, seemingly least significant actions. 
John Wooden, the great UCLA basket-
ball coach, started each season by 
teaching his All-American athletes 
how to tie their shoes properly. He 
explained that a blister caused by an 
improperly tied shoe could prevent 
execution of the play necessary to win  
a national championship. You can't 
pass or shoot as accurately with a sore 
foot as with a healthy one. Wooden 
knew that his vision for success start-
ed with a plan for teaching an essen-
tial tactic. The same holds true for 
planning homecoming events, voca-
tional objectives or personal goals. 
As we move through the middle por-
tion of our semester, it is natural to 
feel pressure and frustration. It is easy 
to wonder, "Why am I here? Is it 
worth my effort? Can I make it?" If 
you are asking such questions, it is a 
good tactic to take time out to renew 
vision, review plans, and establish tac-
tics. One tactic may be visiting your 
advisor, or the campus nurse, or the 
Dean of Students, or the campus pas-
tor. May God bless you in the 
process and the results. 
President Bob Holst 
